
God intends for you to always be moving forward. Even when you feel like 
you’re stuck, God is working in your life.  This month we’ll look more closely 
at what  it means to follow the Navigator, live by design, and focus on life’s 

final destination. All points are taken from  What On Earth Am I Here For? by 
Rick Warren. If you’d like to expand on the devotionals, you can find the 
book in the Next Steps Center or the @home center at JW. 

Thinking about your purpose 
“All things have been created through Him and for Him.” Col 1:16b  

God has a purpose for your life, and it fits into the bigger story He’s been 
writing from the beginning of the world. You have a part in the story, but 
the story is really about God. You can find your identity and purpose in   
following the Navigator.  

 How can you remind yourself that you’re really living for God and not 
yourself? 

What drives your life? 
“You keep him in perfect peace whose mind is stayed on You,  

because he trusts in You.” Isaiah 26:3 ESV 
We are all driven by something. Often it’s guilt, anger, fear, materialism, or a 
need for acceptance. But living by design gives meaning, purpose, and focus 
to your life. Knowing your identity and purpose prepares you for your final 

destination. You can have a peace that releases you from the guilt and anger 
and fear.  

 What would your friends and family say is the driving force of your life?  

 What do you want it to be? 

Made to last forever 
“He [God] has set eternity in the human heart.” Ecclesiastes 3:11  

When you live in light of your final destination, it impacts your relationships, 
tasks, and circumstances. Your priorities are reordered. Every choice you 
make has an eternal consequence.  

 Since you’re made to last forever, what’s one thing you should stop 
doing today and one thing you should start? 
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Using what God gave you 
“Since we find ourselves fashioned into all these excellently formed and 

marvelously functioning parts in Christ’s body, let’s just go ahead and be 
what we were made to be.” Romans 12:5 MSG 

God deserves your best. He designed you for a purpose. Take the time to 
assess your gifts, talents, abilities, as well as your personality and        
experiences. Accept and enjoy living by design. Avoid comparison with    
others; they have their own unique design and purpose.  

 What gives you energy?  

 What lessons have you learned?  

 What are you good at?  

 What do you like to do?  
If you’re not sure, try things. Learn as you go.  

Made for a mission 
“The most important thing is that I finish my work. I want to finish  

the work that the Lord Jesus gave me to do.” Acts 20:24 ERV 
Moving forward on your mission is a continuation of Jesus’ mission on 
earth and has eternal significance. Your mission is a wonderful privilege 
and gives your life meaning. Your story is a part of God’s story.  

 What fears have kept you from moving forward with what God gave 
you to accomplish?  

Living with purpose 
“Many are the plans in a man’s heart,  

but it is the Lord’s purpose that prevails.” Proverbs 19:21 
Ask yourself, “Who am I? Do I matter? What is my place in life?” The  
answers can be found in living by design. You can create a Life Purpose 
Statement with these five questions. Feel free to expand this idea to  
create a Family Purpose Statement. 

 WORSHIP—What will be the center of my life?  

 GROW—What will be the character of my life?  

 BELONG—What will be the community of my life? 

 SERVE—What will be the contribution of my life?  

 SHARE—What will be the communication of my life? 
 
 
 
To learn more about how God designed you, please contact Laura Garry 
at 715.833.2050 or laura@jacobswellec.org. She can listen to your story, 
connect you with resources, and help you discover who God created you   
to be and where you might fit in the bigger story He’s writing. 
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Life is a temporary assignment 
“So we fix our eyes not on what is seen, but on what is unseen. For what 
is seen is temporary, but what is unseen is eternal.” 2 Corinthians 4:18 

Your identity is in eternity and your homeland is heaven. We’re like    
ambassadors to an enemy nation. We’re not meant to be comfortable 
because this isn’t our final destination. We are on mission to represent 
the Kingdom to the lost.  

 So how does life as a temporary assignment change the way you’re 
living right now? 

The heart of worship 
“Give yourselves completely to God, for you were dead,  

but now you have new life. So use your whole body as an instrument  
to do what is right for the glory of God.” Romans 6:13b NLT  

Everybody eventually surrenders to something or someone. You were 
designed to worship God; but if you fail to follow the Navigator, you will 
follow other things by default. The depth of God’s work in you is         
correlated to the depth of your surrender to Him.  

 So what area of your life are you holding back from God? 

Worship that pleases God 
“Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul  

and with all your mind and with all your strength.” Mark 12:30  
God wants all of you. He is pleased when your heart, mind, soul, and 
body is focused on Him and when you’re following the Navigator. He is 
pleased when you worship in truth and  sincerity and with        
thoughtfulness and sacrifice.  

 Does God have all of you?  

 What will you do about this?  

Created to become like Christ 
“God planned that those He had chosen  

would become like His Son.” Romans 8:29 NIRV  
God’s goal for you is not your comfort but your character development. 
That’s why the purpose statement of Jacob’s Well is, “Wherever we are 
on our journey, we will take steps together to know and become like 
Jesus.” In order to do so, we must be willing to follow the Navigator, live 

by design, and focus on life’s final destination.  

 In what area of your life do you need to ask for the Holy Spirit’s  
power to become more like Christ today? 

Transformed by truth 
“Jesus said, ‘If you hold to my teaching [the Bible],  

you are really my disciples.’” John 8:31 
The Spirit of God uses the Word of God to make you like the Son of God. 
Don’t let your Bible collect dust. Read it and reflect on it and research it. 
Then use it. Rely on it like a compass. Follow the Navigator. Practice what 
you’ve learned. Let the truth transform you from the inside out.  

 What has God already told you in his Word that you haven’t started 
doing yet? 

It takes time 
“He who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion  

until the day of Christ Jesus.” Philippians 1:6 
Learning to become like Jesus takes time. We’re slow learners, and 
growth is often painful. We have a lot to unlearn, and new habits take 
time to develop. Keep a journal to help you process as you go, and keep 
moving forward!  

 In what area of your spiritual growth do you need to be more patient 
and persistent? 

Accepting your assignment 
“For we are God’s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, 

which God prepared in advance for us to do.” Ephesians 2:10 
God created you, saved you, called you and commands you to live a life of 
service. Jesus came, not to be served, but to serve. We are only fully alive 
when we’re living by design to help others unselfishly. In serving we find 
our significance.  

 What is holding you back from accepting God’s call to serve Him? 

Understanding your shape 
“Each of you should use whatever gift you have received  

to serve others, as faithful stewards of God’s grace  
in its various forms.” 1 Peter 4:10 

Only you can be you. God has given you abilities and personality and   
experiences that are unique to you. These gifts are not for you to have but 
for you to share with others, even the painful things. Living by design is 
the secret of both fruitfulness and fulfillment in serving others.  

 What God-given ability or personal experience can you offer to your 
church or community? 
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